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not be disturbed or interrupt his holiday, since no threat had been
made to the French. Apparently he shared Kiderlen Waechter's
view that the dispatch of the Panther was a likely way of facilitating
and expediting the negotiations.
There was certainly, as the Kaiser said, an element of farce in the
business thus far. But the French were at Fez, and the Panther was
at Agadir, and neither could withdraw without lowering their flag to
the other. For the next fortnight Bethmann Hollweg and Kiderlen
Waechter were pondering the Kaiser's question, " what the devil to
do next ? " without coming nearer an answer to it. " If we demand
the status quo" wrote Kiderlen Waechter to Bethmann on July 17, " we
must also demand the evacuation of Casablanca and we shall never
get support for that. Occupation of South Morocco would bring us
into direct conflict with England as well as France; and I do not
know how we are to find the means for such a proceeding. So the
only course is to get something in the nature of compensation by
brusque negotiation ; for that is the only way we can hope to avoid
intervention from outside." It may seem surprising that two experi-
enced statesmen should not have considered these consequences before
sending the Panther to Agadir, but German diplomacy is full of
these surprises, and it was characteristic of Kiderlen Waechter that he
should have thought " brusque negotiations" on top of that stroke
to be a safe way out of the dilemma in which he had landed himself.
London in the meantime was waiting for an answer to the com-
munication which Grey had made to the German Ambassador and,
knowing nothing of what was going on behind the scenes in Berlin,
suspected and feared the worst. The idea that silence prolonged over
three weeks meant merely that the Germans were wondering what to
say occurred to no one. So on the afternoon of July 21, when Lloyd
George came over from the Treasury to the War Office and produced
from his pocket a passage dealing with Agadir which he proposed to
deliver in a speech he was making at the Mansion House that evening,
Grey " cordially agreed." It was a very strong passage and couched
in much more rhetorical language than Grey himself was accustomed
to use:
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